
 

Tours & Programming 

LOCK TALKS 

Learn how the locks work, why the canal was built, and about 
the lives of the people who built it. 

Discover the Ottawa Locks, set next to majestic Parliament Hill in the heart of 
the nation’s capital. Travel back to the early 19th century when Colonel By and 
his workers were breaking ground on the Rideau Canal, North America’s oldest 
operating canal system and UNESCO World Heritage Site. Learn how the locks 
work, why the canal was built, and about the lives of the people who planned 
it and the workers who built it. After a walk along the locks, come tour the 
Commissariat, Ottawa’s oldest stone building, and through our extensive 
collection of stories and artefacts learn about our city’s history from when the 
first stone of the canal was laid, right up until the end of the First World War. 

60 minute program 
 

$7.00 per student / $10.00 per adult 
$7.00 per senior (HST included) 

 
Teachers and tour organizers are 

complimentary 
 

1 free adult supervisor for every 8 students 

For bookings please contact: 

Programming@bytownmuseum.ca 
(613) 234-4570 ext. 226 

1 Canal Lane, P.O. Box 523, Station B 
www.bytownmuseum.com 

Recommended for Grades 4-6 and all ages. 
Curriculum Strands: Language / Social Studies / Science / History 


